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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS
Kathy Bennett and Judith Benninger

Hello everyone! We’re so glad to be with you again!

Since this is the beginning of a new Le Raconteur year, and because
we have many new Provincial Representatives, we would like to take
this opportunity to welcome all of you to the fold and give you a
few hints that might make your “jobs” a little easier. As a Provincial
Rep, your duties include writing a report – three times a year – for
Le Raconteur. If you take jot notes of events and happenings as they
occur throughout the reporting period, you may find this easier than
trying to gather all the information two weeks before the deadline.
This may also make it easier to remember everything when the
“call” for the report comes to you.

The deadlines for submitting reports over the coming year are: Au-
gust 15th – FALL issue (you should have already received this one);
December 15th – WINTER issue (then you can enjoy the holiday sea-
son); and May 15th – SPRING issue. A reminder is sent out to all re-
porting Reps for whom we have current e-mail addresses
approximately one month prior to deadline. Put these dates on your
calendars. I hope this helps a bit.

After going through all the reports, articles and announcements that
came our way in time for this FALL issue, we KNOW there is some-
thing for everyone here. AND…there is more exciting news, articles
and possibly announcements coming up in the WINTER issue, too!

ENJOY!!

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT
Cindy Campbell

I can’t believe that over three months have
passed since the Yellowknife Conference!
Your new Board has been very busy and
looking forward to the 2011-2012 year. 

Since May, the Board has held three major meetings as an entire
Board, and have been using the Board Wiki Workplace for discus-
sions and decision making in between Skype meetings. We have
also been having mini meetings with each other in areas of overlap-
ping interest and scope as appropriate to our jobs. The purpose of
all of these meetings is working towards moving SCCC in ‘new or
improved’ (I sound like a commercial!) directions beneficial to the
organization and the membership. Over the next months, you will
see changes on the website, Facebook, Le Raconteur, and changes
within next year’s Conference. There will be new SCCC supported
projects to consider and ideas to ponder. Please read all the Board
reports as they have been working very hard on your behalf.

After the national gathering in May, we received feedback from the
Conference organisers in Yellowknife about the success of the Con-
ference in helping to appreciate the art of storytelling and story-
tellers in the northern communities and beyond.. HOORAY! Also,
we were pleased to hear that the Ottawa Storytellers have agreed
to host the 2013 national Conference in Ottawa. ANOTHER
HOORAY! 

The 2014 and 2015 conferences
are waiting for hosts,

if any group is interested…
they will receive an official HOORAY! too.
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In August, we found out that our Audience Diversification Project
has to be re-assessed because we were not successful in our grant
applications to support this project. As August 31st is the end of our
fiscal year, we were busy with interim reports to Canada Council
and working with STAF (Office Management Service) getting our Fi-
nancial reports finished. We will be hiring a firm to do a financial re-
view for 2010-2011, to ensure our financial issues and transitions
over the past two years are officially resolved.  In September, we
will be fine tuning directions for the coming year including improving
internal and external communications, and membership communica-
tions and recruitment. We will also be looking at what is left to do
on our Strategic Plan and Operational Plans. In 2012, both plans
will need to be revisited and new ones established.
A big change for SCCC, is having a Human Resources Officer. This
position has taken a big chunk of work from the President’s shoul-
ders, and has helped welcome and thank new volunteers. Now if we
could just get a Fundraising Officer(s), we wouldn’t have to apply
for so many grants! We are putting a ‘Canada Helps’ SCCC Dona-
tions Button on our website, so watch for that!
I am always amazed at all the projects, programs and services that
SCCC has incorporated or endorsed over the years, and continues
to do so: StorySave, TD Children’s Book Tour, Members Online Li-
brary, House Concert Program, Le Raconteur newsletter, Notice-
board, Website, Insurance, WSD Grants, Youth Storytelling
Scholarship, Storykeeper Award, etc...however, none of this would
be possible without the support of individuals and storytelling
groups across this country that keeps SCCC strong and vital to the
art of storytelling. Thank you. I am proud to be an SC-CC member
and use the Proud Member logo to prove it!
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KEEPING 
UP 
WITH 
THE 
JONESES
Mary-Eileen McClear 

How on earth can we keep up?

Any one of us could easily spend a full day at the computer follow-
ing leads as we read  storytelling news from Canada and around
the world, seek out grant deadlines, and read about how arts or-
ganizations of all types deal with the same kind of challenges that
face us. That’s where Hot Off the Press (HOTP) comes in. Check the
SC-CC website and you’ll find a button in the left hand menu column
that will take you there. Drawing on arts news provided by a net-
work of tellers across Canada, HOTP is your finger on the pulse of
national, and sometimes international arts news. You’ll find press re-
leases, articles of interest, bits of blogs - the latest news to inform
and inspire you.

Read it and let me know what you think. Send info you think should
be shared. This is one link in the chain that keeps us all connected.

And speaking of being connected, I hope by now that you’ve all
had a chance to “LIKE” the Storytellers of Canada Facebook page.
Just type Storytellers of Canada in the search space at the top of
the Facebook page. Two pages will probably show up. The one
which is identified as a Group is our SC-CC group account. The one
that is identified as a Page is our account as a Non-Profit Organiza-
tion. You will have to request to join the group to post things there.
On the SC-CC page, just click on the “LIKE” button at the top of the

SC-CC IS LOOKING...
FOR YOU!

If you live in Ontario, Quebec, Nfld & Labrador, 
Nova Scotia, PEI, New Brunswick or Nunavut...

SC-CC is looking for YOU!
That’s right, we know that you are there and we need you.

EASTERN CANADA DOES NOT HAVE 
A REPRESENTATIVE TO SIT ON THE BOARD

TO SPEAK ON YOUR BEHALF. 
Each of the provinces and territories should have 
Coordinators that speak on behalf of their areas 

to the Representatives, and then 
the Reps come as their voices to the Board.  

This is a KEY position on the Board 
and we are feeling the hole, 

so if you are willing to stand as the Eastern voice 
and be heard nation-wide 

(truly, what storyteller does not want this, hmmmm?) 
then step forward and give your name to 

Human Resource Officer Pearl-Ann Gooding
(goodtell@telusplanet.net).  

If you know of someone that you think would be 
a good fit for this position, 

then pass their name along too!  
Other provincial and territorial positions open are: 

New Brunswick, Nfld & Labrador, PEI and Nunavut.  
(Just a note: all provincial and territorial 

and Western Rep positions in the West are filled - 
we need to balance the country out better, 

so hop on the scale and help us out!).
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page and you will be able to post on it. You’ll find news, alerts,
questions, photos, lots of ways to keep in touch with each other
right across the country. It is a long Facebook story how we came to
have two accounts. 
Give us some feedback. Should we keep two or get rid of one of
them? In which case...., which one?

For those of you have broken the Twitter barrier, follow SC-CC at
StoryCanada and we will follow you as well. 

By using Facebook and Twitter, by following Hot Off the Press, per-
haps we will be able to foster the sense of camaraderie and excite-
ment that occurs each year when we gather at the conference. 

THE ELEVATOR PITCH:
A SHORT EXPLANATION OF
CULTURE DAYS
Ruth Stewart-Verger 

As the Culture Days event weekend grows nearer, lots of people are
talking about it. However, you may be wondering how to explain
what Culture Days is all about. Without getting too lengthy or going
into too much detail, how do you talk about Culture Days?
An elevator pitch is a great way of highlighting key aspects of what
makes Culture Days unique to someone who is unfamiliar with the
movement. An elevator pitch is a clear and concise description, and
its name reflects the idea that one should be able to deliver a short
summary in the span of an elevator ride.
When telling friends, family and anyone else about your activity or
Culture Days in general, an elevator pitch is an enticing and efficient
way to share your message!
Below is an elevator pitch you can use when talking about Culture
Days.

CULTURE DAYS ELEVATOR PITCH

Culture Days is a collaborative pan-Canadian, volunteer move-
ment to raise the awareness, accessibility, participation and en-
gagement of all Canadians in the arts and cultural life of their
communities. 

Culture Days is a grassroots movement that self-mobilizes to imple-
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ment concurrent, annual, province-wide public participation events
that take place throughout the country over the last weekend of
September. 

This year, Culture Days is taking place throughout the country on
September 30, October 1 & 2.

Thousands of artists, individuals, organizations and communities
are involved in organizing Culture Days. 

Culture Days events feature free, hands-on, interactive activities
that invite the public to participate “behind the scenes,” to dis-
cover the world of artists, creators, historians, architects, curators,
and designers at work in their community. 

Culture Days is the largest-ever grassroots campaign to celebrate
the arts and promote cultural participation in Canada. 

You can find out more via the Culture Days web site: Culture-
Days.ca

L’ARGUMENTAIRE éCLAIR:
UNE EXPLICATION CONCISE
DES JOURNéES DE LA CULTURE
FêTE DE LA CULTURE
Plus la fin de semaine de la Fête de la culture approche et plus les
gens en parlent. Mais vous vous demandez peut-être comment expli-
quer la Fête de la culture. Sans trop vous étendre sur le sujet ou
vous enfoncer dans les détails, comment décrire la Fête de la cul-
ture?
L’argumentaire éclair est un outil vraiment efficace pour mettre en
lumière les aspects principaux et uniques de la Fête de la culture, et
faire connaître le mouvement à une personne qui n’en a jamais en-
tendu parler. L’argumentaire éclair est une description courte et con-
cise qui, comme son nom anglais l’indique (‘elevator pitch’), est un
résumé qui doit pouvoir être lu pendant un court trajet en ascenseur.
Lorsque que vous parlez de votre activité ou de la Fête de la culture
à vos amis, aux membres de votre famille ou à toute autre per-
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sonne, l’argumentaire éclair est une manière séduisante et efficace
de vous faire entendre!
Voici un argumentaire éclair dont vous pouvez vous servir lorsque 
vous parlez de la Fête de la culture.
FêTE DE LA CULTURE - ARGUMENTAIRE éCLAIR

La Fête de la culture est un mouvement bénévole pancanadien
axé sur la collaboration dont le but est de favoriser la sensibilisa-
tion, l’accessibilité, la participation et l’engagement de tous les
Canadiens à la vie artistique et culturelle de leurs communautés. 

La Fête de la culture est un mouvement communautaire qui se mo-
bilise pour mettre en œuvre chaque année à l’échelle provinciale
des activités participatives menées simultanément lors de la
dernière fin de semaine de septembre. 

Cette année, la Fête de la culture se déroule partout au pays le
30 septembre et les 1er et 2 octobre. 

Des milliers d’artistes, de personnes, d’organismes et de commu-
nautés participent à l’organisation de la Fête de la culture. 

La Fête de la culture offre des activités pratiques, interactives et
gratuites qui proposent aux spectateurs de participer à des ex-
périences « en coulisses » pour découvrir l’univers des artistes,
des créateurs, des historiens, des architectes, des conservateurs et
des concepteurs à l’œuvre dans leur communauté. 

La Fête de la culture est la plus grande campagne communautaire
jamais mise sur pied au Canada pour célébrer les arts et encour-
ager la participation à la vie culturelle. 

Pour en savoir plus, visitez le site Web de la Fête de la culture :
Fetedelaculture.ca



THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING PRESENTS

GRETTIR’S SAGA

To be performed from dawn ‘til dusk
May 5, 2012; Fensala Hall; Markerville, Alberta

Save the day on the first Saturday in May of 2012 to gather in the
Fensala Hall at Markerville and through your listening ear, travel
back to ancient times when in Iceland families would be gathered in
the badstofa, the smoky front room of their turf hut to be carried
away by a tale of one of their own countrymen. Storytellers from
across Alberta and even from as far away as Nova Scotia are
preparing to give you the tale of Iceland’s tragic hero Grettir the
Strong.
This saga written down by an unknown author in the 1400s ranks in
terms of depth and characterization with the classical 13th century
tragic sagas. Carried in the hearts and heads of early storytellers,
Grettir’s Saga existed in oral form for likely three hundred years be-
fore it was committed to vellum. A team of talented storytellers will
lift the tale from the page again and give it to you in the form it was
first delivered to eager listeners.
This is the tale of a mighty yet tragic Icelander loved by some and
feared by many. A hero and a tyrant, we can find ourselves in his in-
domitable spirit.
Grettir the Strong becomes an Outlaw - an outcast of Icelandic Soci-
ety, cast out into the world to find his way. Loved by his mother, he
is misunderstood by his father. He is a great man physically, this
brings him both power and struggle. When faced with combat, he
comes out the victor every time until he nears his dying days. Again
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and again he is accused of violence toward others when he is most
often acting in self-defence.   
Grettir is a character who encompasses a hero, an outlaw, the peas-
ant society’s defender against outside threats, a picaresque rogue, a
villain, an implied womanizer and a victim of fate whose only flaw is
his fear of the dark. …
No other saga hero has held such appeal to the Icelanders and is
widely seen as personifying the national character. As the clergy-
man Matthias Jochumsson said around the end of the 19th Century,
« You Grettir are my nation. » 

…to be continued in the Winter issue

How about the 
SC-CC Conference
in your home town?  



 
 
Press release - For immediate distribution 
 

Folktales and Storytelling in Acadie 
 
From June 15th to October 31st 2011 

-Brunswick 
The Opening is June 15th 2011, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 
MONCTON, May 17, 2011  In the making of this exhibition, the Musée acadien is proud to 
join forces with the Chaire de recherche McCain en ethnologie acadienne held by Ronald 

des acadiennes Anselme- s ethnology archivist Robert 
Richard.  The exhibition will be open in June and will bring its visitors a better understanding 
of storytelling and its evolution from past to present.  Since traditional storytelling raises 
curiosity in exhibition that will help 
increase knowledge about this thousand year old tradition, through its sounds, texts, objects 
and images. We will first take the example of the popular Cinderella folktale, in order to 
learn about where these stories come from and how they have travelled the world. 
However, we will mainly learn to appreciate the richness of the Acadian storytelling 
tradition.  Visitors will learn who the great storytellers in Acadie were, what their repertoire 
contained and how they exercised the art of storytelling. Visitors will also be able to read or 

i- Finally, the exhibition 
 revival through images and objects that display the popularity of 

folktales nowadays both in writing and orally. 

The Musée acadien will be offering special events and activities celebrating Folktales and 
Storytelling for the duration of the exposition until October 31st 2011. 

This exposition is presented by the Musée a ncton, the Chaire de 
-

Chiasson with the support of the New Brunswick government. 

Information:  Musée acadien 
  Pavillon Clément-Cormier  
  405 avenue de l'Université 
  Moncton (Nouveau-Brunswick) 
  http://www.umoncton.ca/umcm-maum/ 
  (506) 858-4088 
 

-30- 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA
REPORT
Melanie Rae 

Well, off to a creaky start in my job, 
but here I am nonetheless.  

There IS a report at all only because the good people I contacted
set to and sent off information to me and/or to the editor of Le
Raconteur. My thanks, colleagues.

The reportage for this issue is focused on southern BC; Vancouver Is-
land as far north as Nanaimo and Vancouver. I intend to find out
who the storytellers are in the rest of the province and have a
broader picture for you next time. I did meet via skype a teller new
to me, Alain Boileau, and we had a good time creating a Question
and Answer page on our mutual subject, telling Tristan and Iseult.
But that will be in the Winter issue of Le Rac.

The Conference in Yellowknife: I had not planned to go myself, but
the lovely award presented to me by SC/CC at the conference
made me want to get there if I could, and I thank again all those
fine tellers and listeners in BC who helped make it happen; nomina-
tions from Linda Stender and Mary Gavan, the jurors, many many
who donated money to get me there, and my neighbour who gave
me a fabulous dress! (Some of you will know how I do like a nice
dress…). I felt so loved! So honoured! Especially standing up in front
of everyone, hearing Cindy Campbell in English and then Claire
Dugas in French say nice things about me. The award, seeing dear
colleagues, the sunshine, the endless sunsets, the sweet water, the
chef who made us anticipate each day’s nourishment not only from
stories but from his imagination and skill, it was all good! 
Not as many delegates as expected, and who could blame the or-
ganizers for being disappointed, but there was nothing but welcome
and kindness and enthusiasm for storytelling expressed by Ben
Nind, and his excellent volunteers and staff. Thank you Ben et al.
Maybe the best things for me, besides feeling in a state of blessed-



ness every minute, was hearing and chatting with and seeing Rene
Fumoleau again after many years. He used to come to Vancouver’s
festival and he is as gentle, funny and “from the heart” as ever. It
was good to see him “at home” as it were, and to feel the love that
everyone there has for him. What a guy!

And Michael Kusugak melted my heart too, when he told his unex-
pected tale of camping with his son and brother and getting caught
without sufficient food due to a storm. Listening to him describe how
they found what they needed for food and shelter gave me a vis-
ceral sense of what I’d known in theory only – that a person of the
far North must be a person of resourcefulness and adaptability.
Michael is that person, as well as the fine artist that the world knows
him as. He is of Nunavut and he can live there by his wits and his
hands. I could not do the same in the far gentler climate of my Van-
couver. Thank you Michael, for opening your heart to us.
The workshop on marketing and communications around storytelling
was a wake up call and most exciting and hard. Thank you SC/CC.
I grit my teeth and turn slowly to face…Facebook! Dale Jarvis, stop
grinning!
That is enough from me.  Enjoy these other reports, and be well… 

ELEMENTAL
ELEMENTAL: what stories are made of 5 communities, 5 elements, 5
objects... countless stories. Air, Earth, Water, Fire and Metal bring
individuals together in conscious celebration through creation and
storytelling.
ELEMENTAL is a 5 part series wherein the VSOS will work with 5
different communities in Vancouver. Each community will use stories
about a different element (air, earth, water, fire, metal) as the
metaphoric access point for an intergenerational story-share and
workshop series. The story-share will serve as a spring board for the
creation of an object or series of objects which will serve as a last-
ing legacy and focal point for ongoing storytelling in community. 
To launch our intentions, on May 1, 2011, The VSOS and the Strath-
cona Youth Council presented Stories on the Wind, a lovely kite-fly-
ing and storytelling festival in Crab Park with professional
storytellers, kite crafting and flying. As the kites flew, they released
their prayers and stories onto the wind and the music and stories
were amplified through a pedal-powered sound-system.
Please see our documentary clip:
http://www.youtube.com/user/VSOStorytelling?feature=mhee#p/a
/u/0/AJGVwP_OlfU

Happening now, 
ELEMENTAL: Earth is a partnership with the Native Education Col-
lege (NEC), giving a solid grounding to the intentions launched dur-
ing Stories on the Wind. Elder storytellers indigenous to the land
are sharing stories of the earth and plants at a community workshop
series, hosted at the NEC. The workshop series will culminate in the
creation of cob bench containing extracts from the stories shared.
The site for the bench is the N/W corner of Robson Park at 13th and
St. George. Through the building of a cob bench, the VSOS aims to
be in support of the community engagement work done to date. A
bench at this location will provide a wonderful opportunity to take
rest and contemplate ‘source’ while also being a physical reminder
of the need for ongoing dialogue and story-sharing within healthy
communities.
A brief Look to the Future: ELEMENTAL: Water Occurring in Novem-
ber -January 2011, water is a partnership with Vancouver Commu-
nity College.
ELEMENTAL: Fire will take place in February-April 2012. We hope
to be working at the Sunset Community Centre, in South Vancouver. 
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Metal will be celebrated at the 19th Vancouver International Story-
telling festival, in June 2012. The ELEMENTAL objects and stories
will be showcased as part of this festival. To date we have con-
firmed participation from The University Women’s Club (Hycroft), as
well as the Sun Yat-Sen Garden and the Vancouver Public Library
(Central Branch). 

AS THE YEAR CONTINUES, 
WE ARE EXCITED TO GROW OUR COMMUNITY 

OF PARTNERS, FUNDERS AND ARTISTS.
For more information : www.vancouverstorytelling.org 

Canadian Tellers Study in Cuba: Excerpted from Duncan Shield’s ar-
ticle in the Canadian-Cuban Friendship Newsletter, July 2011.
Linda Stender, Marjorie Lam, Dunc Shields, Philomena Jordan and
Allice Bernards were the West Coast storytellers participating in the
Canada/Cuban Performing Arts’ Project.

“…. The first week was spent registering for various perform-
ing arts courses (acting, stage movement, clowning, etc.) and
attending classes each day from 9 to 5. Our courses were
given under the auspices of the Cuban Ministry of Culture and
the Havana School of Storytelling. Our teachers included
Elvia Perez, Director of the Havana School of Storytelling,
Toto, one of Cuba’s internationally acclaimed clowns, Miriam
Casamayor, our translator, and one of Cuba’s most famous
actresses, Georgina Almanzo, who graciously came out of re-
tirement to help with the coaching.
…. following the week of schooling we attended the four-day

Havana International Storytelling Festival during which we
told our stories – in Spanish!
Following the festival we visited the cities of Cienfuegos and
Trinidad for a few days of R&R. To wind things up we used our
funds previously raised at home through benefit storytelling

cabarets to host our 15 Cuban teachers, translators and
coaches to a day of feasting, swimming, and relaxing at the
beachfront Hotel Atlantico.”

Back in Vancouver, Linda, Philomena and Marjorie delighted the au-
dience at a story swap night by telling their tales in Spanish and
telling the “home crowd” about their journey. We all felt that the
spirit of Cuba, or a of it anyway, had made it north to our town.
Thanks everyone for the tales, and Philomena for the dancing! 

Victoria Storytellers’ Guild (VSG): Spring Concert Series 2011
VSG presented five spring concerts at Intrepid Theatre Club, a small
local theatre well known for innovative local performances. The first
two concerts celebrated World Storytelling Day on Sunday March
20, 2011. Victorians turned up in droves for “Water, Water, Water,”
an afternoon concert for children and an evening concert for adults.
Families filled about half the theatre in the afternoon, while the
evening concert sold out: people had to be turned away.
The next three concerts (one per month on a Friday night), called
Story Fest 2011, were an experiment for us. Six to eight tellers, de-
pending on story length, performed each night. All tellers were
guild members who had told at least one story at our regular meet-
ings. A coach, also a Guild member, for each concert helped tellers
that wanted assistance to prepare their story and debrief after-
wards. Each concert had a “host” who could also be a teller that
evening.
The concerts gave emerging tellers a chance to tell their stories a
second time, in addition to our monthly meetings and gave experi-
enced tellers a chance to develop their stories. When less experi-
enced tellers accepted coaching, their performance improved. The
process was excellent practice for the coaches, too. We also ex-
panded the audience for adult storytelling in Victoria.
All of us learned a lot about telling, coaching, putting on a concert,
managing a crowd, dressing a set, movement on and off the stage,
publicity, insurance, how to set up a program, lighting and being
“host.“ Best of all, we learned what a great bunch of people we all
are and how much we like each other’s stories. 
Even so, some fine tuning in future will help. We could develop bet-
ter definitions of each position so we are clearer about our jobs, ad-
just the refreshments offered so no one has too much work to do,
involve more members of the Guild to help spread the work around
more and provide more assistance to our publicity person.
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It may also help to piggy back on other events rather than doing
everything from scratch. We could use less formal venues such as a
coffee shop that supplies refreshments and décor so we don’t have
to supply everything ourselves.
Although there was only one sold out concert, people new to story-
telling attended each concert and we received good feedback over-
all. Next year, we intend to focus on a series of events highlighting
Victoria’s beautiful urban forests for World Storytelling Day, which
will, we hope, create new links with other performers and members
of our community.
For a summary of stories told at our World Storytelling Day 2011
adult concert, please visit our blog at:
http://victoriastorytellers.blogspot.com/2011/03/world-storytelling-
day-2011-summary.html
For a list of stories told at one of our Spring Story Fest Concerts, go
to: http://victoriastorytellers.blogspot.com/2011/03/story-fest-2011-
spring-into-stories.html 
Shoshana, www.maggidah.com 

OF SPECIAL INTEREST:
Patrick Ball Review: 
Margaret Murphy, Nanaimo BC: Our sweet summer is blowing in
the wind and fast! Hope you all have had a chance to share some
tales around campfire and candle, at festivals, homes and gardens.
Personally, I can’t think of a kinder way of spending a mid-summer
afternoon than with story and music. Nanaimo BC was delighted
with the great talents of Patrick Ball on Sunday afternoon, July 31st.
Patrick, a Celtic harpist and storyteller traveled north to Vancouver
for the World Harp Congress.
After that magical event, he shared his gifts at several venues in the
province. In Nanaimo, Andre and Michele have kindly opened up
their home for music and storytelling house concerts. And this was
the venue where Patrick Ball wrapped his audience in Irish music
and story. He opened the afternoon with a personal anecdote
about discovering the Celtic harp in the mid seventies at a Renais-

sance Fair. He describes the experience as if a great hand reached
out and lifted the veil between past and present. And that was pre-
cisely what happened during his own playing. We were transported
to another space and time as Patrick shared several tunes by
renowned Irish harpist Turlough O’Carolan. Sprinkled between the
exquisite sounds were Irish folk and wonder tales.

Patrick Ball is one of very few Celtic harpists who continues to play
on metal (brass) strings. Listening to his sweet music and delightful
stories was one of the highlights of summer. Patrick Ball plays with
WinterHarp throughout British Columbia in December 2011. See him
when you can and check out his website at: www.PatrickBall.com 

Priscilla Jones: “A very important part of the World Harp Congress
in Vancouver this July was Patrick Ball. He took the stage of the
Vogue Theatre and “owned it” for the next hour. We were immedi-
ately whisked to another time and place through his words and en-
chanting Celtic Harp. I felt a sense of loss when he ended, but the
magic followed me home and was woven into my dreams.”

Melanie Ray: “I had not heard a brass-strung celtic harp before. It is
piercing but gentle, like the arrows of Eros. Patrick Ball seemed to
play it as if it was no more than quiet breathing for him to do so.
The story was about The Blind Poet of Ireland - his life, and his
music. He told the first half of the tale through the characters who
knew and loved him, and I found myself loving them all. I badly
want to hear the other half of the tale.”

page 10



ALBERTA REPORT
Cathie Kernaghan

Greetings from your new Alberta Rep!

I’ve been a member of The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling
(T.A.L.E.S.) for over a decade and was first introduced to SC-CC
through stories of the conferences that Karen Gummo attended as
the years went by. 

I had the joy of attending my first SC-CC Conference in Ottawa,
bringing my family along to enjoy the concerts and the fine tourist
attractions that Ottawa offers.  It was an experience that helped
once again cement my love for stories and the community that sup-
ports them.  

A small tidbit about myself is that I live in Calgary and am currently
passionate about hiking, partly because I get to share in stories on
the bus and on the trail with my partner and  fellow hiking-club
members.  Living so close to the mountains opens up an amazing
outdoor playground.    

I’m always open to a hike with a new friend should you want to
share stories on the trail.  In the meantime I look forward to keeping
you up-to-date with what is happening in Alberta.  

Also Visit our website ecn.ab.ca/tales for specific details.
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in CALGARY

Tellarounds 
Nose Hill Library – 7:00  p.m. 
(Second Wednesday of the month) 

Sept. 14 Telling It Like It Is, Family Stories Workshop
Oct. 12 Welcome, First Timers
Nov. 9 Remembering

Story Cafes  
Shelf Life Books, 100-1302 4th Street SW, Calgary, 7 p.m.          
(Fourth Wednesday)

Sept. 28 Story Slam
Oct. 26 Midnight TALES
Nov. 23 Winter Nights, Winter Lights

Storytelling Dinner Theatre
Sultan”s Tent Restaurant  (Third Thursday)
TALES from the Bazaar
September 22, October 20, November 17

First Thursdays, Storytelling downtown  
W. R. Castell Central Library, at 5 pm 

in EDMONTON
Tellarounds 

Stanley Milner Library – Room 7 , Second Floor, 7:00 pm
(Second Friday of the month)

Story Café
Rosie’s Bar & Grill, 7:00 p.m. (First Thursday)

How about the
SC-CC Conference
in your home town?



SASKATCHEWAN REPORT
Norm Walker

This time the Saskatchewan report is almost all about Saskatoon Sto-
rytellers Guild, the heart and soul of the province’s organized story-
telling world. As usual, the weekly Storytelling Circle gatherings
occur on the third Friday of the month at 7:30 pm and currently are
housed at the Unitarian Centre at 213 – 2nd Avenue, Saskatoon.
These sessions usually run from September to June each year (with
occasional variations). You could contact Chris Lindgren for more
detailed information if you are living in or nearby, or passing
through Saskatoon at the right time throughout the year. You would
be warmly welcomed and find it to be time well spent.
Contact Chris at storytellers@sasktel.net
or by phone at 306-653-5092.
Alternately, contact Judith Benninger at 306-384-1097

The past events are as follows:

Friday April 15: Story Circle- no info available
Friday May 20: Story Circle, Judith Benninger chose surprises - both
pleasant and not. So ponder on those moments which have given
you a lift or those that have taken hours, days or even years off
your life
May 28: Organizing meeting at Chris Lindgren’s house.  This is al-
ways a really healthy and rejuvenative sign for an organization
such as this.  Chris said, “… we are in need of a meeting to get our-
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selves organized for next year and assess our needs.  One of the
items we need to discuss includes our current venue for our story cir-
cles and also retreats, workshops and concerts next year
June 5 to 8: Saskatoon Children’s Festival included a number of per-
formances of interest but especially by well-known Toronto’s author
and storyteller, Aubrey Davis.   
See http://www.aubreydavis.com/ 
June 10 &11: Bonnie Logan’s performance at the Shebam Festival
was presented by the Saskatoon’s Women’s Arts Alliance at Saska-
toon’s Refinery theatre and performance venue. Bonnie gave a
workshop on Storytelling, on Friday June 10. Her performance was
called Woman on the Edge of Disaster on June 11th. The Shebam
website is: http://www.wix.com/shebamfestival/home#!
June 12: Storytelling Circle with Aubrey Davis from Toronto. This
was an informal story telling circle at Judith Benninger’s home, tak-
ing advantage of Aubrey’s rare presence in Saskatoon as a result of
the above mentioned Saskatoon Children’s Festival engagements
Friday June 17: Story Circle – Rhonda chose “Stormy Weather” as
the theme. As Saskatoon had an horrendous rainstorm that evening,
the theme was very apropos.
Sunday June 19th: Workshop with Kevin MacKenzie from Regina, 1 -
5:00 pm at the Avenue Community Centre. There were glowing re-
ports following the event. This workshop should be something those
of you in other parts of the country should consider bringing Kevin
in to do as he routinely gallivants around the country. In advance,
Kevin said, “We are going to tuck into the basics of humour in story
— the nuts and bolts of humourful techniques that man has known
about since the dawn of banana peels. 
Contact Kevin MacKenzie if you are interested in this workshop
presentation or any of the other wondrous tricks and talents he has
in his tickle trunk. kevin@storiesbykevin.com 

How about the
SC-CC Conference
in your home town?
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The future events are upon us:

September 30 to October 2: 2011 Saskatchewan Fall Storytelling
Retreat. If you would like to experience a fun, informative, relaxing
and inspiring weekend of storytelling, mark your calendars for our
fall retreat at Ancient Spirals Retreat Center overlooking the South
Saskatchewan River about 19 kilometers south of Saskatoon. We
will spend a weekend foolin’ around with fairy tales. Beginning Fri-
day evening at 7:00 p.m. with visiting and a story circle, we follow
up with a short workshop on the structure of fairy tales Saturday
morning. Understanding how fairy tales are put together makes
learning them a LOT easier! We’ll spend some time with a game
using fairy tale archetypes to create some original tales. During the
afternoon and evening tales that we’ve prepared or are working on
will be told along with time to hike, relax, meditate or do whatever
you wish to relax and reinvigorate. Sunday morning we’ll go back
to Saturday’s stories with critiques, comments, questions and sugges-
tions about the tales we’ve shared. We wind up with lunch at noon
on Sunday. And of course, there will be food for the body as well
as the soul as we share potluck over breakfasts, lunches and dinner.
The cost for all this is a mere $45.00 or $20.00 per day if you can’t
stay for the whole weekend.
I’ve lost count of how many of these weekends the Sasktoon folks
have hosted this event but it is becoming an annual tradition, small
but often with magical memorable moments.  We especially wel-
come those from “away”, in spite of the huge distances (and conse-
quent travel expenses) that our country presents us with.  If you
come from far away, don’t worry about the “potluck food” part;
just let one or more of us locals know so we can over-compensate.
There is always more food than we can consume anyway.

Fall and early winter monthly Saskatoon Storytelling Circles (3rd fri-
day). No themes available at this writing time but general informa-
tion about the Circle is as given above, at the top of this report.
The theme for the September Circle was "Fairy Tales" and hosted by
Judith Benninger.
September 24 in Saskatoon there was a House Concert featuring
ballad singer Paddy Tutty (see her web site bio at http://tutty.sask-
telwebsite.net/bio.htm ).  It took place Saturday evening at 8pm at
Chris Lindgren's house. The admission $15 included dessert, etc.
(with Chris, this invariably means "chocolate to die for").

MANITOBA REPORT
Candace Froebe

In Manitoba we have had a quiet, but enjoyable summer. A few of
our local tellers told their curious and wonderful tales at the Win-
nipeg Folk Festival at Bird’s Hill Park, at the Winnipeg Fringe Festi-

val and, most recently, at Folklorama – a two week celebration of
the many different cultural and ethnic groups who call Manitoba
home.  As the sun continues to warm our backs and our souls we
live in the moment – the planning and organizing needed to put on
storytelling events will need to wait until the autumn winds begin to
blow…

For those in need of a storytelling fix over the summer months the
Joyce Birch Collection at the University of Winnipeg, a small collec-
tion of tales and storytelling-related works, is open on request to
members of the Manitoba Storytelling Guild. Also, at the University
of Manitoba, the Centre for Creative Writing and Oral Culture con-
tinues to make connections between those studying stories, those
telling them and those who are listening.”

How about the
SC-CC Conference
in your home town?
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WESTERN 
REGIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES
REPORT
Kathy Jessup

My first year on the board of SC-CC has
been a learning experience.  Other than
keeping up with board business, my main
assignment has been to act as Board liai-
son to the Story Keeper Jury.  

You may remember last year’s very first Story Keeper Award recipi-
ent was Celia Lotteridge of Toronto.  This time around we decided to
“go west,” and we asked SC-CC’s Western Provincial/Territorial Co-
ordinators to select an award recipient from within their region. This
year’s honored Teller: Melanie Ray of Vancouver!  I am tickled pink
at the Jury’s selection, as I’ve known Melanie for quite a few years
now and have always appreciated the depth of her storytelling
repertoire, her unique style, and her commanding stage presence.
Listening to Melanie tell a story is always a treat. 

I want to express the Board’s deep appreciation to this year’s Jury—
and especially Jury Chair Norm Walker—for soldiering through the
near-impossible task of choosing only one storyteller to be honored,
when sooooo many are worthy!  The Jury mentioned how difficult it
was to single out one award recipient when we are blessed with so
much storytelling talent coast to coast.  Be sure to read the Racon-
teur article by outgoing B.C. Provincial Coordinator Kira Van
Deusen in the Spring edition of le Raconteur, for an inside glimpse
in to the Jury’s choice of Melanie Ray as this year’s worthy award
recipient!   

Speaking of the Western Provincial/Territorial Coordinators, we
have some changes in our ranks. We say a heart-felt thank you to
resigning members:  Kira Van Deusen-BC., Maria Hopkins-AB, and
Laurie Howard-MB.  Meanwhile, SC-CC is fortunate to have contin-
ued representation from Ria Coleman-NT and Norm Walker-SK.
AND (drum roll please) it is with great pleasure we announce that

we once again have a Yukon Coordinator:  Michele Emslie of White-
horse has signed on for the job. Last but not least, we welcome our
new Manitoba Coordinator: Candace Froebe. Hurray! 

SC-CC depends heavily on input from regional representatives to
keep us informed and on track with the membership’s wishes. As SC-
CC members, I encourage all of you to get in touch with your Re-
gional Coordinator and let them know what’s going on in your neck
of the woods.  And while you’re at it, please thank them for step-
ping forward to be your conduit to the SC-CC Board.   This issue of
le Raconteur includes reports from all of SC-CC’s Provincial/Territor-
ial Coordinators.  I look forward to reading about the wonderful
storytelling events happening from coast to coast to coast.  

As I enter my second year of being the Western Regional Rep for
SC-CC, I hope to serve well, learn much, and work hard to promote
the worthiness of our wonderful organization.
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ONTARIO REPORT
June Brown
Arlene Kennedy

Autumn is a time for begin-agains. As much
to look forward to as the tried and true are
the many events happening in Ontario for
the first time. June Brown and I are happy
to tell you about them. Here goes:

TORONTO
Storytelling Toronto’s Annual General meeting is October 22nd.
2011. The FOOL- Festival Of Oral Literature, “See So We May
See,“ will also take place that weekend. The calendar of fall courses
is now available. The Summer Intensive Course with instructor Mary-
lyn Peringer was successful and the participants came to 1001
Nights.
Speaking of which, 1001 Friday Nights takes place every Friday
night at 8:00 p.m. at University of Toronto‘s Innes College Cafe.
They have had good attendance during the summer and lots of new
tellers. 
Two Toronto groups, Toy Theatre and The Backseat Balladeers held
concerts honouring Lorne Brown and Story Save project. “For Pete’s
Sake” featured songs and stories of Pete Seeger performed by Gail
Anglin, Mary Gick, and Tom Lips.
Dan Yashinsky and Laura Simms took part in Toronto’s Luminato cel-
ebration in June. Their discussion centred on the power of art to ef-
fect individual and community transformation.
Storytellers for Children had a successful “Great Big Enormous Sto-
rytelling Afternoon” at Riverdale Farm in May. This was their 9th
year.
June Brown and Anna Kerz are doing an “Anyone Can Tell a Story”
workshop on Friday September 30th at the North York Central Li-
brary as part of Ontario Culture Days.

Check out www.storytellingtoronto.org  for all the exciting events
and workshops coming up, as well as many more open-mike story-
telling opportunities.

OTTAWA
Ottawa continues to be a leader in planning innovating events for
their Storytellers and their listeners. This summer they teamed up
with museums, historical sites, and The OYP Theatre School (Orleans
Young Players) to provide some exciting storytelling programs:  
- “Stories and Tea” at The Tea Party, a small and cozy place in the
heart of the Byward Market

- 4th Stage at the NAC
- Once Upon a Slam, the last Friday of the month beginning again
in September
StorySwaps will continue as well on the first Thursday of each
month. Check their web page for details www.ottawastorytellers.ca

BROCKVILLE
From The 1000 Island Yarnspinners: Deborah Dunleavy had a
“Telling Hands” exhibit at the Arthur child Heritage Museum. It was
an innovative production involving pictures of hands and an audio
tape of the stories Deborah collected from the people whose hands
were displayed. 
Festival of Storytelling (FOS for short) will take place on September
23-24. Guest tellers are Kelly Russell with Fiddlers Plus and Sally
Jaegar is doing a family workshop. The very popular Fright Night
on Friday evening will be called Ghosts, Ghouls, and Goblins.
http://www.deborahdunleavy.com/pages/12Yarn.html
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BADEN
Storytelling continues at the Story Barn. Open mic storytelling (Sto-
ries Aloud) which takes place on the first Friday of the month is into
its 23rd year. The Baden Storytellers’ Guild is heading into its 21st
year. Guild members will be telling at the Heart & Hand Festival at
Joseph Schneider Haus in Kitchener on September 24 and are al-
ready talking about plans for next year’s World Storytelling Day.

The Story Barn in Baden is again partnering with the Friends of the
Waterloo Region Museum to present a Storytelling Series. This
year’s concerts include stories about Canadian aviation, Scottish im-
migrants, the War of 1812, First Nations peoples, and bicycles and
feature tellers, Garry Sault, Bruce Carmody, Deborah Dunleavy,
Adwoa Badoe, Mary-Eileen McClear and Evelyn Parry. For info:
www.waterlooregionmuseum.com/museum/storytelling-series.aspx
or contact Mary-Eileen McClear, mary-eileen@thestorybarn.ca. 

HAMILTON 
The Hamilton Story Circle resumes on Monday, September 12th at
7:00. This lively group meets at Temple Anshe Sholom and always
welcomes new tellers and listeners. Contact Barry Rosen, barry-
thestoryteller@gmail.com for more information.

BURLINGTON
Brenda Byers is partnering with Artist’s Way in Village Square to
promote storytelling in her community. Plans so far include a Hal-
lowe’en event, adult concert series, children’s workshops to tell fam-
ily stories, The Camp of Tales and Enchantment, and Vintage
Storytelling workshops and concerts for seniors. Details will soon be
available on her website, www.storywyse.com 

GUELPH 
The Guelph Guild of Storytellers had another successful summer at
the Enabling Garden in Riverside Park telling every Friday morning
to attentive seniors and other delighted listeners. Several local
homes brought residents to the concerts.
The first Tuesdays of the month beginning September 6th at 7:00
p.m., they will meet at their new venue at the Main Branch of the

Public Library. Hoping to attract new listeners to add to their audi-
ence!

BRANTFORD
Friday, August 26th, Brant Taletellers Guild welcomes Bob Glaves
performing “A View from the Bench.” He provides anecdotal memo-
ries of his experiences entertaining in Toronto and Brantford, includ-
ing musical selections to help illustrate his stories. This is another in
the very popular concert series hosted by the Taletellers.
They also gather the first Wednesday of each month at the Station
Coffee House & Gallery at 7:00 p.m. For more information, see 
tales.bizbrant.com

CAMBRIDGE 
Glenna Janzen and Carol Leigh Wehking of Tongues Wagging Pro-
ductions are hosting a unique Culture Days event in Cambridge
called, “Stories Unlimited: Community 6-word Story Challenge.”
They are gathering stories of just 6 words each on the theme of
Trees (also the theme for World Storytelling Day in March, 2012).
This event takes place at the library at Queen’s Square on Saturday,
October 1 and the Hespeler Library on Sunday, October 2 from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. (I’d rather be shade than paper – Megan)
The Durham Folklore Society
They meet the third Thursday of every month at the Northview Com-
munity Centre in Oshawa from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Check out the
website, www.durhamfolkloresociety.com for upcoming events.
Watch for Heather Whaley’s article in this issue to find out what spe-
cial things she’s been up to!

DYERS BAY, Bruce Peninsula
For the third summer Ron Baker has opened his Storybarn to tellers
and listeners every Monday night. Each night is unique as Ron
chooses stories from his repertoire to suit the audience that evening.
Some evenings there are children present and Ron starts with stories
for them, although the child in everyone enjoys them too. He then
moves into more adult stories. If there are no children then more
complex tales come into focus. The stories run the gamut of emo-
tions from laughter with “The Dancing Skeleton to more poignant



tales such as ‘The Last Wolf.’ Ron tells between 8 and 10 stories
each night. The second Monday of each month is a ‘Story Swap’.
The Storybarn is cedar built and furnished with couches, chairs and
a pew. If it is busy there are cushions on the floor. There is no
charge but donations to The Stephen Lewis Foundation are wel-
comed. Last year over $1000 was contributed to SLF.Of interest, a
newspaper article about Ron and Rita Baker: Dark Skies Celebra-
tion on the Bruce.
Ron and Rita Baker raised the roof of the Museum in Tobermory
and revealed the storied cosmos in all its glory. POWERful Night
Stories on August 12th took us light years away and atomized our
imaginations into the universe of fantasy and boundless possibilities.
Through Ron’s stories and the poetry recited by his wife Rita, we
glimpsed twinkling stars, a mythical lynx that clawed up the curtain
of the Northern Lights, the haunting howls of answering wolf packs
and the moon’s silver sheath over all she touches. Children in the
audience were spellbound.

Amazingly, Ron managed to tell an original tale of the creation of
the universe and the earth in as intense and condensed a form as
the beginnings of matter itself. He invited us to see ourselves on the
surface of the globe like walking on a rolling barrel that moves into
the light of the rising sun and carries us away from the setting moon.
Allurement and repulsion, contraction and expansion, energy and
creativity, the very stuff of creation came alive as he led us patiently
through a timeless story of the origins of life. The “Dance of the Cos-
mos” was also a story of the music of the spheres and of how we
too are made of stardust. We were mesmerized.
“Tell the story, but tell it with a feel for its music.” Rita’s quote of this
injunction from Thomas Berry was richly fulfilled in this delightful
and fitting Dark Skies Celebration special evening.

QUEBEC 
ANGLOPHONE 
REPORT
Stéphanie Bénéteau

I have taken over as provincial rep for English events because our
former rep, Brigitte Albert, sadly and very unexpectedly lost her
husband of many years this year. I offer here heartfelt condolences
for her loss and thank her for the work she did with SC-CC.
- The Anglophone storytelling scene in Québec is small but active.
The Montreal Storytellers’ Guild continues to meet for a swap every
month at the Westmount Library. They also plan special events
which this year included a beginners’ workshop led by Roz Cohen
as well as a concert featuring Montreal storyteller Jan Gregory.
- As a result of a partnership with the Montreal Intercultural Story-
telling Festival, Concordia University developed an interest in pro-
gramming storytelling events. In 2010-2011 they programmed three
events featuring solo tellings by Jan Gregory, Mike Burns and my-
self, Stéphanie Bénéteau. Three new storytelling events are planned
with Concordia for 2011-2012, and this partnership is bearing fruit
as attendance has been excellent. Indeed I think partnering with ex-
isting organizations is a fantastic way to promote storytelling and
share resources. 
- In the Eastern Townships, the Township Tellers meet for a swap
every month at the Uplands Cultural Center in Sherbrooke. The
Sherbrooke storytelling festival, Les jours sont contés en Estrie, held
yearly in October, has an English side to the festival. This year
Mariella Bertelli and Clara Dugas will be attending the festival’s
English events, as well as Sherbrooke’s own storyteller Ann Rothfels.
- Sadly the Montreal Intercultural Storytelling Festival has cancelled
the English side of the festival due to budget cuts. The festival re-
mains very active, but is now only in French.
- The big news here is of course that Montreal is hosting the annual
conference of SC-CC in August 2012. Committee members are hard
at work to make this event memorable in honour of the 20th anniver-
sary of the very first conference, which happened right here in Mon-
treal twenty years ago! Please come in great numbers to our party,
which promises to be fantastic!
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STORYTELLERS
WALK 
IN BRITTANY
Petronella 

For a whole week, 30 storytellers have
been walking through Brittany (France) the
first week of august. 30 storytellers and 6
other people dedicated to logistics, techni-
cal needs and a film crew.

Purpose 1 : not to be in our usual professional rythm and agree-
ments based on money, money and again, money! 
Purpose 2 : not to be in a rush, having no time to share with our sto-
rytelling friends, crossing them here and there just for a couple of
minutes or hours.
Purpose 3 : not to be in a rush, having no time to share with our
hosts and audiences.

The main purpose? Share our tales and stories, have time to spend
together, take care of one another, take care, take time... the hosts
giving us in exchange a bed and three meals.

And so, everyday, for a whole week, we were meeting around
10am, and began our walk (exclusively the storytellers) for 1, 2 or
3 ours. We walked in town (to visit the magnificent Quimper, Pont-
Labbé), in villages, countryside, fields, forests and along the incredi-
bly beautiful coast of Brittany.
Around 1pm, we were having lunch, most of the time outside (in
fact, we spent most of our time outside, even if sometimes it was
raining a little bit... as you know Brittany is a rainy country!), and
around 3pm, a bus would take us to the next village (about 1 our
further). There, at our arrival, everybody having all kind of coloured
clothes and little musical instruments, we were singing all together,
walking through the village, or the market place... Our hosts were
then waiting for us and, sometimes after having had a friendly drink
with the community « officials » (the mayor, his assistants...), the
hosts were taking us their place to have a rest, a shower, a cup of
tea, before meeting the others for the storytelling night.

Most of the time, we were in different villages or, at least in different
places in the surrounding, being 4, 5, 7 to tell in the same place. 
After storytelling, around 11pm, it was supper time (with our hosts,
by small groups or the whole entire group being the storytellers, the
hosts and the « crew »)!
At breakfast, after a good night, we could take some time with our
hosts, but still, time was flying.

I had heard about this Storytellers Walk through friends and was
dreaming of it as if it was a utopia but now that I have done it, I
would like to bring it here, share it with all our friends of Quebec
and of Canada and show not only that it is possible, it is not so diffi-
cult to abstract oneself from reality for a week... but to show at what
point we are overwhelmed by all kind of activities, thoughts, urgen-
cies that keep us far from being really together, taking care of one
another, taking care...

That week in Brittany seemed like a month to most of us, as days
where intense, joyful, filled with a variety of activities and of many
people to spend time with. Most of our hosts didn’t really know
about storytelling, so they discovered our art and some of the peo-
ple who are bringing our human beings and imagination to an art.
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Most of them rediscovered the pleasure of share time, meals with
strangers, with those who bring something new in lives, in thoughts,
in ways of life...
And I am so happy to confirm that during the whole week, I had not
any thought for my computer, my car keys, my money pocket... the
only link we had with « the other side » of the walk was our cell
phones that allowed us to talk with family and friends.
During that week, as storytellers, we were all at the same level, no
« stars », no competition, just the immense joy and pride to share
our stories the best we could, showing love for our incredible
« job » : storyteller!!!

So, we were 30 storytellers and some others :
. the « national » logistics crew (who, of course, has been working a
whole year with the « regional » logistics crew (responsible for the
hosts (bed and meals), lunch places, venues (all different venues, as
much as possible unlike the « official show places » we are used to
work in), promotion, and so on...
. the technical crew helping us, when needed, with spots and mikes;
. the video crew, having followed the Storytellers Walk since its be-
ginning and preparing a DVD for next year, showing the main im-
ages of the 5 first years of the Walk.

We had the privilege to be 3 storytellers from Quebec :
Jocelyn Bérubé, Pierre Labrèche and myself. We fortunately are eli-
gible to another participation and I will certainly go in 2013, before
or after the “Québécois Storytellers Walk” ! 

LA MARCHE DES CONTEURS
Petronella 

« Dans le ciel, y’a 30 étoiles, plus petites que la main,
On dit qu’elles sont bien plus belles que les cailloux du chemin... »

Cette chanson, entonnée par l’ensemble des conteurs de la Marche
à chaque parade d’arrivée dans les villages bretons visités cette
année, est un court poème joyeux et entraînant menant à la danse
et à la fête. C’est sur ce ton que toute la 5e édition de la Marche
des Conteurs s’est passée sur les magnifiques chemins de la Bre-
tagne, ce pays plein de mystères, de beautés, de rudesses qui font
sans doute de nombre de ses habitants des « gens du sensible », de
ceux-là qui, à l’instar de la trentaine des marcheurs impliqués, se
soucient d’humanité et de partage.
La Marche des Conteurs s’est déroulée sur les chemins bretons du
1er au 7 août dernier, permettant à ceux qui ne les connaissaient
pas, de découvrir des paysages très variés et très inspirants, entre
champs et forêt, entre plage et côte, entre ville et campagne.
Cela faisait au moins trois années que je rêvais de participer à cette
aventure peu commune de passer de longues journées à marcher
ensemble, à chanter ensemble, à se rencontrer, à partager nos
contes. Trois années à en entendre parler et à faire de ces évoca-
tions une manière de rêve peut-être un peu trop beau pour être vrai.
Et bien j’ai fini par le réaliser et par confirmer encore une fois que
non seulement les rêves sont réalisa bles, mais qu’ils peuvent aussi
dépasser mes attentes. J’ai passé une semaine à goûter au temps
qui se multipliait, de minute en journée, par quatre ou par douze,
tant le plaisir de ces rencontres a été intense, tant il a été simple de
se rencontrer entre conteurs, même ceux qui ne se connaissaient
pas, mais aussi de rencontrer ces gens qui se trouvaient sur le che-
min et qui, pour beaucoup, découvraient le conte et les conteurs,
leurs univers et leurs rêves fous d’un partage si fondamental et pour-
tant si négligé de nos jours. 
J’ai partagé, avec tout le groupe, des moments d’émerveillement,
des moments de rires frais, des moments de fatigue, mais toujours
avec une complicité et une simplicité qui permettait à chacune des
émotions de prendre naturellement sa place.
Pendant une semaine, nous avons passé du temps à nous trouver, à
nous retrouver, à parler de tout et de tout, et je me suis surprise à
n’avoir qu’à un seul tout petit moment (parce qu’un ordinateur s’est
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trouvé sous mes yeux sans que je le demande) cherché à vérifier
mes courriels pour voir ce qui se passait... de l’autre côté. Sinon, de
toute la semaine, aucune pensée pour l’ordinateur, pour les clés de
la voiture, pour le porte-monnaie... ni information, ni consommation.
Seuls nos téléphones portables nous reliaient à nos amours. Le luxe
total de la seule et « unique » relation humaine !
Ne penser qu’à cela, le partage : du temps, des pensées, des rires,
des chansons, des blagues, des contes, de la nourriture (si genti-
ment et soigneusement préparée par les accueillants), de la fatigue
des nuits courtes, de l’enthousiasme des journées longues et pleines.
Du temps. Ce temps qui nous file tellement de plus en plus vite entre
les doigts, les corps, les vies... Ce temps que nous n’arrivons que si
rarement à partager et de manière si fugitive. Le partager et se re-
trouver tous au même diapason, sans « vedettes », sans cachet,
sans esprit de compétition, sans « comptes à rendre » autres que
celui d’être là, à son meilleur, avec les contes et les récits qui nous
rendent fiers de porter la parole et l’imaginaire, avec tout l’amour
que nous portons à cette incroyable occupation qui est la nôtre :
conter.
Et puis, il y avait les autres, ceux qui ne « contaient » pas, mais qui
étaient essentiels à cette aventure pour qu’elle soit : l’équipe de sou-
tien (grands et merveilleux responsables d’une logistique complexe
et sans fin), l’équipe technique (toujours prête à faire en sorte que
les conteurs aient les meilleurs conditions possibles selon les lieux
très variés, en plus de les accompagner souvent en musique ou en
contes), les observateurs vidéastes (deux beaux jeunes enthou-
siastes qui suivent la Marche depuis ses débuts et qui nous propo se-
ront, dans quelques mois, un DVD soulignant les moments les plus
significatifs de ces cinq années de pas partagés), les relais (points
d’ancrages si chaleureux et si efficaces dans chacun des coins de la
grande région), les accueillants (les bons lits, les belles maisons, les
jardins, les bons cafés, thés, repas, repos et autres moments déli-
cieux), les officiels (les maires et leurs adjoints soucieux de nous ac-
cueillir avec le verre de l’amitié) et bien sûr le public (celui sans qui
nous ne serions plus que peu, celui qui nourrit notre énergie, celui
qui nous fait être dans nos contes comme nous pourrions être dans
nos vies : intenses, dépassant nos limites, héros d’un quotidien qui
nous rassemblerait...). 
Et même les médias. Car ceux-là aussi devraient nous aider à parta-
ger avec leurs lecteurs, auditeurs et autres spectateurs l’originalité,
l’importance, le bonheur de ces rencontres-là, leur impact sur ce

que nous sommes et sur ce que nous pouvons devenir. Les uns et les
autres.
La Marche des Conteurs en Bretagne a ressemblé à la Marche des
Conteurs dans les autres régions de cette France si magnifique
qu’on pourrait en faire et en refaire le tour sans jamais se lasser.
Mais en Bretagne, nous étions trois conteurs du Québec à en être,
mettant nos pas dans les pas de ceux qui, en partie, ont forgé notre
identité, nos imaginaires, nos rêves de peuple habitant, lui aussi, un
pays plein de mystères, de beautés, de rudesses. Nous avons été
fiers de faire partie du groupe de « nouveaux » et heureux de se
faire confirmer que nous pourrions, lorsque nous le souhaiterons,
faire partie du groupe des « anciens », c’est-à-dire ceux qui ont déjà
fait la marche une fois, à la différence des « fondateurs » parmi les-
quels plusieurs ont fait la marche chaque année. Le groupe de la
Marche n’est donc jamais le même ; heureusement, étant donné que
la Marche des conteurs s’est constituée en Association, il y a un

Conseil, un groupe de « responsables » qui fait en sorte que cette
aventure hors de l’ordinaire puisse continuer et, d’année en année,
ac cueillir de nouveau une trentaine de conteurs parmi ceux et celles
qui rêvent de la vivre ou de la revivre. 
Le Conseil porte le projet comme un trésor, à partager, à déplacer
de région en région.  Or, ce trésor-là, ne pourra se déplacer que
selon la volonté et l’énergie de ceux qui seront prêts à l’accueillir et
à s’en occu per, avec tout ce que cela implique avec, bien entendu,
le soutien des membres dudit Conseil. Les porteurs du trésor se pro-
nonceront dans les prochains jours de septembre pour savoir quels
chemins verts les marcheurs arpenteront à l’été 2012. 
Quant à nous, de retour au Québec, nous espérons aussi pouvoir
« importer » le trésor de notre côté de l’océan, dans notre pays
vaste et peu peuplé, mais chaleureux et accueillant et où, déjà, les
oreilles se tendent...
http://lamarchedesconteurs.blogspot.com/
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RAPPORT 
DE LA BAIE STE-MARIE
ATELIER 
AVEC STéPHANIE BéNéTEAU
Anne LeBlanc

Stéphanie Bénéteau est venue du Montréal à la baie Sainte-Marie
en Nouvelle-écosse du 4 au 11 août pour nous animer des ateliers
intensifs sur le conte. Une  experte dans l’art du conte,  les ateliers
furent animés avec des exercices qui nous tenaient actives et intéres-
sées à tout temps. 
Les membres du Cercle des Conteurs de Clare, ainsi qu’autres gens
de la communauté, ont participé avec enthousiasme.
Pour ceux d’entre nous avec de l’expérience dans le conte, ces ate-
liers nous ont aidé à perfectionner notre art.  Les débutants se sont
sentis capables de rentrer dans le cercle avec de l’aise.
L’atelier s’est terminé le 11 août avec un spectacle à Le Richelieu à
la Butte (Meteghan River).  La salle s’est remplie. Les conteurs/
conteuses ont tous dépassé leur propre niveau de performance, qui
a fini par exécuter un spectacle merveilleux.
Le tout fut possible grâce à une subvention de Patrimoine Canadien.  

REPORT 
FROM STE MARY’S BAY
STORYTELLING WORKSHOP
WITH STEPHANIE BéNéTEAU
Anne LeBlanc

From August 4th to August 11th, Stéphanie Bénéteau from Montréal
was in Sainte-Mary’s Bay to teach  intensive storytelling workshops
within the frame of the Clare Acadian Festival.  A master in the art
of storytelling, she animated the workshops with exercises keeping
us active and interested at all times. Members of our storytelling cir-
cle ¨Cercle des conteurs/conteuses de Clare¨, along with other
members of the community, participated with enthusiasm.
For those of us who have  experience in storytelling, these work-
shops  made it possible to improve. It also allowed beginners to feel
capable of entering into the circle with ease.
The workshops ended on the evening of August 11th with  a packed
house at Le Richelieu, in Meteghan River (La Butte). The storytellers
surpassed their own levels of performance, which resulted in a fan-
tastic evening of storytelling. 
These activities were possible with a grant from Canadian Heritage. 



Later that evening we had the official welcome and introduction to
this year’s Story Save. Lorne Brown from Toronto had been chosen
as this year’s teller. He not only tells stories he also sings ballads
and songs. He has been part of the Toronto storytelling scene for
decades. His CD’s are now available in our libray, The Root Cellar.
Following the Story Save launch 4 tellers were chosen from the 4 di-
rections of Canada and told stories that highlighted the culture of
their communities.
Friday, May 25th. began with a wonderful welcome story called
“The Breaking of Bread” by Dawn Lacey. She must have stayed up
all night baking as she stood before a long table filled with freshly
baked breads, muffins, home made jams and butter, which we all
shared at the end. Dawn was dressed in bakers costume and told
stories of her mother and grandmother’s love of baking and sharing
bread, the ingredients used, and importance in the community.
There was always extra bread baked for those in need. This was fol-
lowed by workshops planned by Storytellers of Candada - Conteurs
du Canada (Sc-CC). I attended ”Partnership and Audience Diversifi-
cation” facilitated by Ruth Stewart Verger on how to promote story-
telling and attract larger audiences. Judging from the comments,
Victoria is doing very well by comparison in this area.

Following the fabulous lunch buffet there was a concert to promote
“Next Gen” tellers in the high school auditorium, which tended to
be more performance than telling.
On each of the three days there were concerts called “Caribou
Dropping” featuring tellers from the three territories, the Yukon,
NWT, and Nunavut. It was through their stories that we learned of
the history of the people, their amazing survival skills and resilience.
I will share briefly some of these at our September Stories at Fern.
Michael Kusugak draws his stories from deep within his Inuit cultural
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STORYTELLERS CONFERENCE
IN YELLOWKNIFE
Patricia Houston

It was my great privilege to represent the Victoria Storytellers Guild
(VSG) at the recent 19th Storytellers Conference in Yellowknife,
NWT called Story North. Here are a few of the highlight

As the Air Canada flight began it’s decent into Yellowknife one
could see large snow covered areas and it was apparent we had
arrived in “the north”. VSG President, Al Fowler, and I were joined
by a group of Alberta tellers and we all boarded the waiting bus to
take us to the registration desk at the Explorer Hotel. Excitement
was in the air as we were given our bags of conference materials.
I was then picked up by Velma who had graciously offered to billet
Melanie Ray and myself. The three of us had dinner together that
night and talked long into the night, which almost doesn’t happen
when there are 20 hours of sunlight in each day. It felt strange to
watch beautiful sunsets at 10 and 11 o’clock at night. Velma’s house
overlooked a lake from which we could access a paved path that
took us downtown in about a 25-minute walk. 
Thursday morning 20 of us attended a day long workshop called
“How to Shine the Light on Storytelling” by Inga Petri of Strategic
Moves, an Ottawa company that teaches marketing skills. The work-
shop was intended to raise awareness of how to promote story-
telling in the community and elsewhere. The material was given to us
to share with our groups at home and I am happy to do so. Ques-
tions such as “who is the target audience”, the clarity of the mes-
sage and it’s consistency were addressed.
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roots in Nunavut. His interest lies in the healing properties of stories
and how stories are the key to building healthy individuals and com-
munities.
Scott McQueen from the Deni Nation of the Northwest Territories
shared family stories of heroic adventures living in the north with
only dogs and canoes to acquire your sustenance.

Ivan Coyote from the Yukon told her stories at 2 of the concerts as
well as giving a workshop titled “Accessing Your Greatest Re-
source.” I loved her workshop and learned so much from her. She
told us how she had recently been the “distinguished speaker” and
delivered the Carol Shields Memorial lecture at the University of
Winnipeg after which she received a long standing ovation. She is
truly the master of personal reflections of her own space and the
world that surrounds her. 

One thing that needs to be mentioned is the fabulous food, which
was presented daily in buffet style at the Explorer Hotel. Even when
we arrived at various storytelling venues there were platters of
fruits, cheeses and drinks. I had not expected such a feast as we
often hear that there is a shortage of fresh fruit and vegetables in
the north. 

Apparently in Nunavut it is a different story however as the food
subsidy originally given by the government of Canada has been re-
scinded and now a jug of milk costs $22.00. 
The conference days flew by and it was soon time to say good-bye.
During these days there were 43 storytellers from across Canada
that met together and shared many stories, hopes and dreams. 
We gained a deeper understanding of what it means to live in “the
north”. I certainly did not realize the impact mining has on the liveli-
hood of the people. The gold mines in Yellowknife have closed and
the diamond mines have taken their place. Interestingly, Australian
companies, DeBeers and BHPBiliton, own them. Quite a change
from the way our first nations people lived on the land for centuries. 
I am very grateful that our guild gave me this opportunity to experi-
ence these tellers and a part of my country I did not really know. I
hope I can be of some use in the future in passing on this aware-
ness. Please do not ever hesitate to ask me questions you may have
about “Story North” and my experience in Yellowknife.

Thank you so very much.

How about the
SC-CC Conference
in your home town?



YELLOWKNIFE
2011:
mon aventure
Clara Dugas

Je n’avais pas trop le désir de voya-
ger à Yellowknife. J’en étais craintive.
« C’est trop loin et il fait froid. » Je me
trouvais des excuses. « Je serai partie
trop longtemps. Et mon chien, ah mon
chien et mon chat me manqueront et
peut-être même l’homme de la
maison. »

Mais mes amies conteuses m’encourageaient : « Viens. Ça va être
une aventure! »
Des amies qui ne sont pas conteuses me disaient :
«  Quoi? T’as la chance d’aller à Yellowknife? Ne sois donc pas
idiote! Vas-y! Il fait beau là et les gens de Yellowknife sont connus
pour être sympathiques. »
Ici en Nouvelle écosse on a eu un printemps misérable. On n’a
presque pas vu le soleil tout le mois d’avril  - soit de la pluie soit de
la brume avec des températures sous la normale. Enfin, mi-avril, une
amie m’envoie un message :
« Réalises-tu qu’aujourd’hui à Yellowknife la température était 20
degrés avec un plein soleil? »
Cela m’a convaincue! À partir de ce moment-là j’étais heureuse de
faire ce long voyage au nord si cela voulait dire le soleil chaud sur
mon visage.
Comptant la route de la maison à l’aéroport et le vol, le voyage jus-
qu’à Yellowknife fut un de treize heures. De l’Alberta à Yellowknife,
je ne fis que regarder par la petite fenêtre de l’avion. J’avais été
avertie – des milles et des milles de champs de glace, comme une
grande mer gelée. 
Pourrait-il y avoir un lieu chaud et ensoleillé plus loin au nord? Bien
oui, pour sûr.
Je fus agréablement surprise quand j’ai finalement aperçu la ville de
Yellowknife, mais je n’avais aucune idée de combien plus émue je
deviendrais à la connaître.
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En sortant de l’avion, un soleil radieux et un air frais me soulèvent
l’âme. Et pour les cinq prochains jours, Ce ne fut pas juste le soleil
qui me réchauffa, mais aussi les sourires sur les visages des guides à
l’aéroport, des conducteurs d’autobus, des employés à l’hôtel, des
conférenciers et après la conférence, des enseignantes et des élèves
de Yellowknife. 
Ces visages souriants semblaient nous dire : « On est heureux que
vous ayez fait le voyage pour venir nous visiter. »
Le chef de l’hôtel Explorer nous a nourris comme de la royauté.
Avec Ben Nind et son équipe, la conférence fut la nourriture pour
l’amitié avec d’autres qui partagent notre passion pour le conte.  La
conférence fut autant une retraite qu’une conférence. Chaque jour
était très bien organisé, les collations toujours présentes et fraîches,
les concerts amusants, le transport d’un lieu à l’autre toujours ac-
commodant.  Nous avons rencontré des gens que nous n’oublierons
jamais.
De retour en Nouvelle écosse, la brume est encore ici. Mon chien et
mon chat sont heureux. L’homme de la maison est soulagé et mon
cœur, ah! mon coeur est rempli de doux souvenirs d’un pays loin au
nord qui est bien plus chaud que l’on croirait, même sans le soleil!

YELLOWKNIFE 2011:
my aventure
Clara Dugas

I was somewhat hesitant to travel to Yellowknife. “Ah, it’s too far.
It’s too cold”.  I found excuses. “I’ll be gone too long. I’ll miss my
dog and cat, maybe even the man of the house”.
Convincing storytelling friends kept saying, “But it’ll be an adven-
ture”. Friends who aren’t storytellers would say: “WHAT? You have
a chance to go to Yellowknife? Don’t be a fool. Go!  It’s beautiful
up there.  The people of the North are wonderful.”
We had a miserable spring in Nova Scotia. Come April, we hadn’t
seen sun for weeks. It rained or it was foggy with temperatures were
below average. Then one day in late April, a friend wrote me:
“ Do you realize that it was sunny and 20 degrees in Yellowknife
today? “
And that’s the one thing that convinced me. I would be happy to
travel the distance if only to feel the warm sun on my face again!



CCBC BOOK WEEK
Jennifer Frost

Before I went to Ontario, I phoned all my contacts
in all my schools and libraries, and talked to them
about what I do as a storyteller in contrast to
what I do as an author. 

This was essential as no school I went to had ever had a storyteller
visit before. I explained to them that my story choices differed con-
siderably for different age groups and I needed to know ahead of
time what grades I was scheduled with in order to prepare prop-
erly. My hosts also seem to have misunderstood what I’d said about
audience sizes in my web material and had mostly placed me with
their youngest children (Junior Kindergarten – Gr. 2). We then reor-
ganised what groups I would perform for, which resulted in a lot
more performances with older children (mostly Gr. 2 or 3 – Gr. 6
or 8). As this generally meant I would see larger groups, they were
quite happy to change their original arrangements, and I was de-
lighted I’d see the whole range of elementary school. 
I took my battery-operated microphone belt and headset with me,
knowing I’d be talking for hours every day in all kinds of spaces. It
ensures I’ll be heard and protects my voice from strain. I recom-
mend that anyone who does frequent school visits invest in one.
Mine cost about $300 and has been well worth the price. 
Besides taking my own material to sell, I took copies of all the Sto-
rySave CDs, since I feel strongly that everyone and particularly li-
braries should know about them. This trip I sold nine StorySave sets. 

My Tour 
My tour took me from Sault Ste.Marie east along the St. Mary River
through Echo Bay, Laird, St. Joseph Island, Bruce Mines, Thessalon,
and Blind River (total audience 910). I enjoyed non-stop action,
friendly, welcoming people, and celebrity treatment from all my
hosts, organisers, and audiences. 
I usually told folktales and narrative poems to the younger groups,
a mix of Greek myth and folktales for the older groups, then asked
for questions. The children were a delight—very attentive and full of
questions. Because they were primed for a visiting author, virtually
every group asked about my book. This was somewhat problematic,
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Including driving to the airport, it took thirteen hours to reach Yel-
lowknife.  From Alberta to Yellowknife, I just looked out the small
airplane window.   I had been warned but nothing could prepare
me for the sight below...miles and miles of a white frozen ocean.
Could there possibly be a place where it was 20 degrees further
north?  Well, yes.  Of course there was. Spotting Yellowknife was an
immediate delight but little did I know how much of a delight it
would actually be. 
Stepping out of the plane, a welcoming sun and a dry fresh breeze
wrapped and lifted my soul.  And then for the next five days, I was
to find out that the warmth was not only in the sun; it was in the
friendly faces of the airport guides, the shuttle bus drivers, the hotel
receptionists, and the conference organizers and finally, after the
conference, in the school teachers and children I visited.
Everywhere we saw warm friendly smiles that said:  “We’re glad
you made the trip to visit us.”

Ben Nind and his team were very organized, making our job so
easy. The whole conference was more like a retreat than work. Each
day was well organized - snacks were always at the ready, concerts
were entertaining,  transportation to and from events was well or-
ganized and accommodating. We met many wonderful people
whom we will never forget.
Back home now, the fog is still here.  My dog and cat are content;
the man of the house is relieved and  my heart, ah my heart  is
warmed by the sweet memories of a northern place warmer than
anyone could imagine, even without the sun. 



because my book, The Courtship of Hippodameia, is YA/adult mate-
rial. I usually just gave a quick sketch of what it was about, or, if the
group was in the older range, told a relatively self-contained section

of it. If I did any Greek material, I always asked if any of the stu-
dents had read or seen Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson series (5 excel-
lent books using Greek myth in a modern American setting). Some
in every group had, so I pointed out links to my stories. I was de-
lighted to have two boys, Connor Acorn (Henderson School, Bruce
Mines) and Josh Trivers (Thessalon School) come after my sessions
to tell me about their enthusiasm for Greek myth. Of course I sug-
gested further reading. 
With the younger groups, I took part of the question session to ask
them how they’d pictured the story characters—e.g. what colour was
the frog? Did Oskosool have a moustache? When I’d collected sev-
eral, always different answers, I’d tell them they were all correct—
which always surprised them. Then I’d mention the word
“visualization” and talk about how they helped me to create the
story. I confess I did this as much for the teachers as for the stu-
dents, partly because visualization is a curriculum item in all English
classes, but also to point out without actually saying so that “just lis-
tening to stories” has teaching value. 
As the week progressed, I found I was taking great care to explain
background material before I started stories, as I sensed many stu-
dents lacked context for my stories. This often led to interesting ques-
tion sessions. For example, at St. Joseph’s School, I introduced my

Brer Rabbit stories by saying Brer Rabbit probably came to America
with the African slaves, and I explained a little about American slav-
ery. Later, I told the story of Androcles, a slave in ancient Rome. A
boy asked how slavery differed from just working for someone. Af-
terwards a teacher said, “‘Androcles’ seems to have made the
biggest impression—which is odd, when it’s about slavery.” I
thought, “It’s about heroic kindness and escape from slavery,” but I
wondered if these children had ever before run into the concept of
slavery. 
Friday afternoon in Blind River, as I was setting up for my last ses-
sion, the bell rang. I heard a boy tell his friends he was going to
hide in the library and some adult say sharply, “Don’t do that. Go

to your class!” That startled me—I saw no other adult in the room.
Grades 3 – 8 filed in. We spent a lovely hour together. When
they’d all left, Justyn, whom I later found out was “technically not
supposed to be there,” crawled out from under a table at the back
of the library and scampered off. I went downstairs laughing to tell
Sheila Dufour, my school host, about him. She said she’d really
wanted to attend my session but couldn’t leave the office, so had lis-
tened on the intercom. It was she who’d told Justyn to go to class! I
figured both of them had given me a great compliment. 

What a lovely way to end my week! 
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WORLD STORYTELLING DAY
a reminder!
The theme for World Storytelling Day 2012, (March 20), is Trees.
Many groups and individuals have already started their thinking
and planning for the event. Some are focusing on family trees, oth-
ers, the tree of life, still others are exploring trees as the lungs of the
earth or are looking for folklore about specific trees native to their
area, or about spirits that inhabit them.
In anticipation of WSD 2012, Roger Jenkins, a Singaporean story-
teller, has a Chinese folktale about trees posted on YouTube. He
also posted this bit of info on a recent listserve:
“Do you know about the MOSO bamboo? It’s the type used in the
Chinese martial arts movies (Crouching Tiger, House of Flying Dag-
gers) as an environment for awe-jaw-dropping aerial fights. The
trees go straight up, 30 metres tall, like poles in a forest created by
Cirque du Soleil. The thing is, when you plant the moso, nothing
happens - not for a month, not for a year, two years - you watch
and wait and wonder. Finally, after five forgettable-where-on-earth-
did-I-plant-the damn-seed-years?, whoosh! In one day, it grows 60
cms! yesterday there was nothing, now it’s at your knees! After
three days growth, the bamboo is as tall as me (180cm) and so it
goes, day after day, soaring 20 cms at a time, for six weeks, right
up to 30 metres or more.So what’s the moso been doing for 5
years? Creating a vast root system to supply it with energy for this
amazing spurt, and to anchor these magnificent trees so that Ziyi
Zhang and co can do acrobatic leaps on, off and around them. Un-
fortunately, we don’t have 5 years till WSD 2012 ... but I hope
you’re sinking your roots all the same!”

To join the WSD listserve contact storytellingday@pytte.net. 
To post your plans, and watch what others are doing  go to 
http://www.worldstorytellingday.webs.com/ 
You can follow World Storytelling Day on Facebook, and watch for
SC-CC news on the worthy recipients of this year’s WSD grants.
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CCBC BOOK
WEEK
Jennifer Cayley 

I knew just how grateful I was to be a
storyteller for this remarkable celebra-
tion of Canadian books and stories for
young people, as the clouds cleared
and I thought for a moment I was on
the wrong plane flying out to sea! But
no, I was really flying over Lake Supe-
rior! 

My first day of telling was in Flin Flon, where everyone I met was
filled with community spirit and hugely enthusiastic about Canadian
children’s literature. I brought students from grade 1 to grade 12 the
traditional folk and fairy tales that are the heart of my repertoire.
From small to big the students listened intently, bringing the old sto-
ries to life in the spaces between us. 
The cab driver who took me to the airport as I left Flin Flon, was a
19 year old grade 12 student who had been in a high school ses-
sion. I had told from the Odyssey, telling for nearly an hour without
a break, in complex sometimes, archaic language. This lad greeted
me with, “ Your presentation was tremendous. I haven’t heard such
a good story for a long time.” He went on to say, he really hated
school, didn’t read much and couldn’t wait to get on with being a
mechanic. It was grand to see how these old stories still hold the
young, even those who believe they are not interested in literature. 
In Winnipeg, librarians and teachers seemed surprised and fasci-
nated as their students listened so well and so long, deeply engaged
in this simple, timeless process of words flowing out of the teller’s
mouth and into the audience’s imaginations. Stories engendered
many good conversations about traditional tales and how they are
alive and still important for young people. The best of questions was
asked many times; Is it true? The teller replying with conviction,
“Yes, yes! The stories are truer than true!” 
I am so grateful to all the good people who drove me, organized
me, ate meals with me, funded the whole endeavor and above all,
listened to the stories, sharing with me my passion for their ancient
delight and wisdom. 



WORLD 
STORYTELLING
DAY
PROMISES 
EXCITEMENT
Marva Blackmore

As your Project Officer, I am excited to announcement the following
World Storytelling Day (WSD) project applications were successful
in receiving grants from SC-CC. Overall, the projects this year were
innovative and definitely showed creativity and ingenuity in their
thinking and strategies, not only involving the community in their
events but also using current communication tools to broadcast their
messages.

The Durham Folklore Storytellers, currently in their fifth year of pre-
senting two concerts annually for WSD in Oshawa, ON plan to
grow to an additional 5 or 6 venues using libraries, bookstores,
schools, and community or art centres. They will be sending their 17
tellers out in troupes of three or four over a two-week period. They
presented a good implementation plan for such a large geographi-
cal area.
Tongue Wagging Productions in Cambridge, ON will premier their
production of “The Backwoods without a Butler” at the O’Keefe Cot-
tage Café and are doing lead-in events for Culture Days 2011 for
WSD 2012. They also presented an excellent SC-CC promotion
plan.
Productions Littorale in Sherbrooke, PQ plan a concert with the Sto-
rytelling Circle of the Eastern Township Circle on the Friday night,
another on the Saturday night with a professional storyteller, and
on Sunday (WSD), two or three free concerts, with at least one for
children. Shows will be free or low cost. They are using electronic
media as part of their publicity plan and have also committed group
funds to the project.  

Brian Hetherington and Deborah Dunleavy have developed a show
which they will be performing in three locations (Kingston,
Brockville, and Gananoque, ON on March 20, 21, and 23). They
are planning to make new storytelling connections in each commu-
nity and have proposed good SC-CC promotion.
Anne LeBlanc of Club Richeleu, NS and her group will be hosting a
supper of fricot (an Acadian dish) followed by an evening of French
storytelling and music.  This multicultural evening will include Aca-
dian-Metis, Mikmaq, African, and Creole. They held a similar event
last year which was incredibly successful.  Hopefully, they will be
able to build on their success and continue to increase the profile of
storytelling and SC-CC in that region.
Baden Storytellers’ Guild will be recording a concert live at the Wa-
terloo Region Museum based on the WSD theme of Trees. They will
then use it to extend the impact of WSD, the Guild and SC-CC. The
Guild will be able to leverage the SC-CC grant with additional fund-
ing from a recording studio. Their clear, well thought-out budget con-
sidered both distribution and production funds.
Théatre de l’équisse in Montréal, PQ will be doing a French per-
formance for an adult audience on Tuesday, March 20 for WSD on
the theme of Trees. On Sunday, March 18, Arbraconte will be the
regular storytelling program for children and will be on the theme of
trees. The organization provides most of the financial support for the
venue and the advertising and the funds requested were to pay for
the storytellers.
Tales Calgary is taking a walk in the woods with an orienteering
stroll through the Tri-Woods park led by a storytelling orienteer fol-
lowed by an afternoon concert, “The World Tree” featuring the
magic and wisdom of trees. They have requested funds to pay the
tellers, the orienteering leader and the organizer, although the or-

page 28

How about the
SC-CC Conference
in your home town?



ganization also is committing some of their own funds to cover antici-
pated shortfall.
Southshore Tellers, Pleasantville, NS is a new organization formed
last year as a result of a WSD initiative. This growing group of ten
tellers plan to go to three libraries and two other venues. Last year
they went to two libraries. Since they cover a vast territory, they
have requested funds to assist them with their travel and to cover the
cost of two small newspaper ads.
Victoria Storytellers Guild, Victoria, B.C., is reaching out to the com-
munity by partnering with a local 50-member community choir for
an afternoon family concert and an evening adult-focused concert
on Sunday. On Monday, the regular VSG venue will be dedicated
to WSD and members of the Parks Department who have worked
with VSG tellers will participate. Also, two teams of VSG tellers will
visit two inner city schools to celebrate WSD with multicultural stories
of trees and will invite School District groundskeepers to join them.
Their concerts will be by donation. They will be paying the story-
telling coaches working with the youth on creating stories. The VSG
will be contributing group funds to this exciting project.
If you or your group are just beginning to think about ideas for what
you could do for World Storytelling Day, perhaps some of these
ideas may help. Be creative. The theme is “Trees.” Just take it from
there and branch out.

As proud members of SC-CC, we should each make sure that we
make the time to tell at least one story about trees on World Story-
telling Day. If you don’t have a gig, go to the library, a coffee shop,
your friend’s home, your family’s living room, stand on the street
corner. Tell the world it’s World Storytelling Day and tell your story.
And tell them you belong to the Storytellers of Canada.
We shall all look forward to the reports from the groups and individ-
uals on the successes and the learning that they have to share with
us from their World Storytelling Day projects.

SALUTE TO EXCELLENCE
M. Jennie Frost

On November 22, 2010, Marie Anne McLean received a City of Ed-
monton Salute to Excellence Arts and Culture Performance Award
from Mayor Stephen Mandel. 
The Salute to Excellence Awards are given by the City to demon-
strate our collective pride in the exemplary achievements and inspir-
ing leadership of its citizens, in the categories of Arts & Culture,
Sport, and Community Service. Marie Anne was given the award

because she has received outstanding recognition at the national
level for her storytelling. She was the only recipient at this ceremony
of an Arts & Culture Award. Two people received Community Serv-
ice Awards, though three others were also described in the pro-
gram. One hundred and five individuals and teams (ages 13 – 89)
received Sports Awards for winning medals nationally or internation-
ally in a huge variety of sports.
What could have been a long, tedious ceremony was made interest-
ing and enjoyable by the warmth of the people officiating—the M. C.
Linda Cochrane, General Manager of Community Services, and our
Mayor. Each recipient was introduced by a thorough and admiring
description of why s/he deserved the award. What was said about
Marie Anne was also printed in the program:

Marie Anne McLean has been storytelling with The Alberta
League Encouraging Storytelling (TALES) since 1986. She has
enchanted audiences with her collection of veterans’’ stories
of the D-Day Landing in World War II, as well as those of her
grandparents’ experiences during the Great Depression in
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Scotland and on the Canadian prairies. Canada’s national
storytelling association, Storytellers of Canada—Conteurs du
Canada, chose McLean to record a representative selection of
her stories for the StorySave Project. She is the only Edmon-
tonian to have been singled out for this honour and one of
seven Canadians to be chosen for this project. Her CD set Sto-
ries from the Prairies: From the Back Forty to Main Street to D-
Day was released in 2009.

Mayor Mandel presented the awards and was clearly enjoying chat-
ting with each recipient. They encouraged anyone in the 300 + audi-
ence to leap up and take pictures as awards were presented. 
The mood was light and celebratory, and I went home thinking we
are lucky in our mayor and our city’s support of arts and culture.
I nominated Marie Anne for this award because she deserved it. 
But I also admit to a secondary motive. It seemed to me a way to
bring storytelling to the attention of people who probably didn’t
know anything about it. 
At the 2010 SC—CC conference, we were asked to try to build
awareness in the general public that storytelling is an art form. That
night more than 300 people, mostly sports people, heard about
Marie Anne’s work and saw her recognised as an artist of whom the
City of Edmonton is proud.

FIRST CAME THE BARD
Robin Carson

Recently, Ms. M. Jennie Frost and I had lunch together. Jennie, one
of my dearest friends, has an amazing array of metaphorical hats
that include her being a classicist and a published author. 
She is also a professional storyteller of formidable ability. 
At lunch, Jennie gave me a CD which had been produced by TALES,
an acronym for The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling. On
the CD, called Undaunted Enchantments are nine tracks of “The Old
Faerie Tales the Way They Were Meant to Be Heard”. And they’re
fabulous! They’re creative, engaging, wonderfully told—and meant
for adults, not children. You can find their website, and order the
CD at www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/~tales/ .

If this is starting to sound like a plug for TALES in general and this
CD in particular, it is, because as creators and performers of stories,
storytellers are the elder cousins of the writers we feature in On
Spec. In fact, it is just such stories as those on Undaunted Enchant-
ments from which we draw the speculative fiction that is the very
essence of On Spec. In stories which must be heard, we find our
roots.

Contrary to popular belief, storytelling is the Oldest Profession. Hu-
mans love to fool with language, and there’s no reason to think that
when our ancestors had only recently come down from the trees,
they were any different from us in that regard. When the only
evening’s entertainment would have been singing (and singeing) by
the campfire, it’s pretty certain that a good tale of the day’s success-
ful hunt would be appreciated a whole lot while our ancestors filled
their bellies.
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We love stories. We love the rhythms of them, the characters, the
weavings of plot. We love the “what ifs” that stories bring us. For a
little while, a story takes us away from the realities of rats in the
thatch and nine-day-old pease-porridge, and lets us stand with Gil-
gamesh and Enkidu as they overcome Humbaba. It is no wonder
that Bards and Scops were afforded extraordinary protection: they
brought with them an exotic new reality when the old one had be-
come so very threadbare.
Written stories are newcomers—virtual newborns in the hoary world
of storytelling. The tales upon which our common archetypes are
built were told well before the invention of movable type, and the
oldest of these pre-date writing itself. It is the voice, not the pen, that
gave us our most-loved stories. 
In this way, The Twilight Saga doesn’t begin, say, with Stoker, but
rather has its roots in those whispered tales designed to warn, or to
entertain. Those whispers are coming from something much, much
older. They are the “old wives’ tales” in the very best sense of the
expression.
All humans seem to share a common bond through storytelling.
Many years ago, I taught classes in English as a Second Language. I
had students from eleven different countries in one class, and at Hal-
lowe’en, I asked them to prepare to tell the class some scary stories
from their own countries. It didn’t matter what part of the world they
were from, each student had a story from his or her own culture ap-
propriate to the season. All had legends and tales to tell, haltingly
brought into their new language, but spellbinding nonetheless. Each
story was prefaced with “my mother told me”, or “my uncle used to
say”, but never “I read”. These were folk-tales, and folk-tales are
best heard, not read.
What an oral telling brings to us that written telling does not is, of
course, performance. That performance is more than just some sort
of vocal quality that the teller has. Rather, it is an entire auditory
overlay to the story that writing cannot hope to convey. 
When we write, we clumsily try to represent the pauses and inflec-
tions of speech with punctuation, but punctuation is a truly ineffec-
tual tool. For example, as a copyeditor, I’ve had at least a dozen
arguments with writers over the use of the semi-colon when I want to
use it “properly”, but they want to use it as a sort of generic joiner. I
sympathize with that feeling, since punctuation is woefully deficient
in ways to join ideas that the voice manages so naturally.
Terminal punctuation is just as bad. For example, in the early

1970’s, there was a brief flurry of interest in the “interrobang”, a
splice of the question-mark and the exclamation point, apparently
meant to strengthen such circumstances as someone shouting,
“What do you mean?!” Or then there’s the very common problem
in dialogue of having someone’s speech trail off. How should it look
on a page? Do you use an em dash? A terminal ellipsis with four
points? Three and a question mark? What?

Pauses in speech are another problem for writers. Copyeditors are
never pleased by actual spaces in the text, and we have no punctua-
tion placeholder for spaces.  With effort, we can represent the sub-
tlety of “What’s that on the road ahead?” vs. “What’s that on the
road: a head?” but the punctuation has to work overtime to try to
express what the voice does naturally. 
Imagine a scop raising his hand and demanding, “Hwaet!” to
launch the 3100+ lines of Beowulf. Not only is the exclamation point
deficient in expressing the raw emotion of that moment, but it also
loses—entirely—the raising of the hand. And that body motion, ki-
nesics, if you will, is the second quality that writing cannot present
without a descriptive context, but body language provides essential
meaning to the storyteller’s art.
In a nutshell, we fall in love with stories when we’re very young;
and we do so largely because of the performance of them. The
printed page looks pretty bleak and austere next to the sound of a
mother’s voice telling a soothing bedtime story to a reluctant
sleeper. That’s not to say that print is cold and ugly; but a writer
must work harder to bring life and emotion to a story, and use a
skillset very different from that used by a storyteller.
I suggest that we all get hooked on stories because of performance.
Mother Goose, the Brothers Grimm, Andersen, Aesop, and so many
others all provided the raw material for mothers, teachers, grand-
parents—to tell us stories we love. We learn to imagine that way;
and when it comes time to hit the springboard into thought that
reading the printed word provides, we’re ready.

So, thank you Jennie Frost, and TALES, for reminding me that with-
out the fuel that performance lends to a story, that story is very
much less than what it might be. And thank you, too, Jennie for the
reminder of how hard writers must work just to echo that perform-
ance in the making of memorable stories.

Printed with permission of the author.
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TO WHET YOUR WHISTLE...

Tristan and Iseult is a medieval tale from 500 to 800 a.d. It tells the
story of the king’s nephew, Tristan who goes on a quest to find his
uncle a wife. As he returns to his kingdom with the king’s bride, they
drink by mistake a love potion intended for the king and his new
bride. Bound by a magical spell, the two lovers will go to extremes
to hide from the king their love.

Alain Boileau is a multimedia storyteller from Kelowna BC, operat-
ing mostly in schools in Western Canada and Ontario. More infor-
mation at www.francofolk.ca / www.legendfactory.ca 

Melanie Ray lives in Vancouver, and tells stories across Canada and
beyond. She relies on her voice and body alone to tell to adults or
children wherever she finds an invitation to do so. More information
at www.melanieray.ca

…watch for more of this article, 
Tristan and Iseult, 

in the Winter issue.
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POEM 
FOR SIX VOICES

‘We are the storytellers,
tellers of fable,

of myth and legend,
of folk and epic tale.

We tell in song,
in prose and rhyme,
in gesture and mime.

We are the listeners,
ears to the ground.

Stories come writhing out of the bogs,
creep out of the mists,

pour out of the clouds in the rain,
flow down the rivers,

out to the sea
then up to the clouds again.

We are the voices
of elders, enchanters,

of ancients, of heroes and wee folk,
spanning the years from beginning of time.

We are the voices of desperate ones
who lived and died

seeking the justice, compassion,
they were denied.

We are the story seekers,
unseen travelers;

ghosty gliders through tangle of forest,
spectral scalers of castle turrets

and palace walls;
roaming the highways,

byways, seaways
in search of story.

We are the scribes who keep these tales.
We are the tellers who give them wings.

We are the sculptors of imag’ry,
shaping our words with

chisel of mind and lips and tongue.

We are artists,
painting on canvas of air

with brushwork of passion for story
the colors of life, and death,

of grief, of joy,
of pain, of love, of hope.

We are the listeners,
The voices,
the seekers,
the scribes,

the sculptors,
the artists.

We are the storytellers.

Author’s note: This poem, my gift to the Victoria Storytellers Guild
for the many gifts they shared with me during my first ten years as
a member, was written in 2003 and performed at a monthly gather-
ing in April 2010. The ‘six voices’ sat interspersed within the audi-
ence formed in several rows of a semi-circle. Lights were dimmed, a
candle lit on a low table placed where the storyteller would usually
stand or sit, and the audience requested to focus their attention on
the candle as they listened. 

This poem may be performed by storytelling groups with acknowl-
edgement of the author, who will be happy to supply the suggested
roles of the six participating voices, available by e-mailing
djanna@shaw.ca 

Editor’s note: this poem was sent to us by Pat Carfra of Victoria, BC
with permission of the author, and has been reprinted from the Fall,
2010 issue of Le Raconteur.
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