
Extended descriptions 
The Tin Table: Tales and Songs from
Newfoundland by Anita Best
Disc 3: Songs 
1- The Female Smuggler This ballad comes from the singing of
Mrs. Mary Ann Galpin of the Codroy Valley on the west coast of
Newfoundland. I found it in Kenneth Peacock’s Songs of the
Newfoundland Outports, Volume 2.
 
2- The Crockery Ware I got this comical old ditty from my uncle
Mack Best in Merasheen. He was often called upon to sing it
when his friends visited.
 
3- The Newtownbarry Tragedy This ballad refers to an actual
incident in Buncloddy (then called Newtownbarry) Wexford,
Ireland on June 18 1831, when Yeomen (Protestant Militia) fired
on a crowd protesting against paying tithes to the Church of
Ireland, killing 18 people. This event became known as 'the Battle
of the ‘Pound’. I got the song from Mrs. Kitty O’Shaughnessy in
Kingman’s Cove. She learned it as a child from her father, William
O’Connell, who sang it for his children while rocking them in their
cradle.
 
4- The Female Drummer I learned this song from my late
husband, Pius William Power. He was taught the song when he
was five years old by his grandfather Billy Power.
 
5- The August Gale This local ballad comes from from my father-
in-law, Pius Power. The song was made by William Wilson of
Merasheen to remember a 1935 storm in Placentia Bay  that
resulted in much loss and grief for several families.
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6- Blanche comme la neige A complainte from the singing of
Mme. Blanche Ozon on the Port au Port Peninsula. in western
Newfoundland

7- The Female Pirate  The ballad of bold Ronnie in the Union. I
learned it from my father-in-law, who was in his own life a great
believer in the ability of women to do anything men could do.
 
8- The Bold Trooper I learned this from Joachim Bennett of Isle
Valen in Placentia Bay while he was living in Ferndale, Placentia.
 
9- The Bold Princess Royal Another of my Uncle Mack’s English
ballads.
 
10- Le Roi Renault I learned this Acadian complainte from my
friend Réal Pelletier, the man of a thousand songs. I also heard it
several times in L’Anse aux Canards on the Port au Port
Peninsula, but not enough to entirely get the words.
 
11- The Plains of Waterloo I first heard this beauty from my
cousin Lillian (Connors) Pittman in Merasheen during her sister
Winnie’s wedding when I was a child. The air stayed with me for
years and compelled me to learn the song.

For more information about The Tin Table, visit the
Storytellers of Canada - Conteurs du Canada website here.
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