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After decades of telling stories to audiences of all ages and backgrounds, and believing in the power of 

‘Story. And Storytelling, I embraced the opportunity to participate in the Virtual Canadian Children’s 

Book Week Tour.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

This new virtual experience was for me a pleasing one, made possible because of the excellent 

organization, direction, care and support of Amanda and everyone at CCBC as we ventured on this 

journey. My sincere Thanks to all of you   

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The warm welcome, enthusiasm, and friendly communication of the  Hosts of the various venues  

created a sense of excitement that heightened  my anticipation as I began the week .long journey                                                            

Their technical expertise and support, enhanced the process and my confidence.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The tour took me to Libraries, schools and even private homes in Halifax, North West Territories and 

Manitoba. My virtual audiences ranged from ages 6 to 17, from six different locations.                                                                                                                                                       

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Stories shared were geared to the particular age groups and perceived interests.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

.                                                                                                                                                                                               

Some of the children listened from their homes, some from their schools which were fortunate to be 

opened.  Not all audiences were on Screen, but there was good feedback in some cases in spite of this.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Throughout and following presentations, where appropriate I received messages which included photos 

of children listening from home.  At one school I was introduced by the principal who stood on a stage in 

front of a huge image of me on screen as he addressed the school assembly. . . I cherish the following 

quote that came from one participant after my presentation “That was the most fun I have had in a long 

time”.  Time allotted for comments and questions in some cases was short  but interesting, and  assured 

me of the connection  between teller and listeners even on this platform.                                               .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Presenting to a class of 6 and 7 year olds was not as satisfactory for me  since I missed the ability to 

share  effectively the call and response and interactive  stories that I usually share with this age group. 

But I must say, however that their teacher Roxanne John was an excellent link in making the 

connections. Her instruction to whole Grade 1 class to “unmute” was to this storyteller remarkable..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

While I did miss the face to face magic that  happens between tellers and listeners, the power of “story” 

and “Storytelling “ prevailed, and I was able to adapt to the new normal and enjoy the adventure.                                                                           

.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Undoubtedly advancing technology has and will continue to have a profound impact on how we tell  our 

stories The oral tradition has continued to adapt  to new technologies and still survives, Storytelling  and 

Storytellers are natural companions to Authors and Books, and  can comfortably travel together with 

their presentations on the Annual  Canadian Children’s Book Tour, which would make the art form more 

accessible to wider and more diverse groups throughout the country,.                                                                                                          

 


